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recordings that play vital roles in 
shaping and recording the American 
experience are preserved for future 
generations. 

Advances in digital technology have 
opened up new avenues for creativity, 
allowing Americans to engage in artis-
tic expression in innovative ways. As 
we embrace these new developments, 
we must also ensure that the records of 
our past are preserved. Films and 
sound recordings created by previous 
generations tell us who we are, and 
who we were, as a society; yet the pas-
sage of time has taken its toll on these 
historical works, erasing artifacts of 
our shared history and culture. 

The legislation that will be passed 
today by the Senate continues 
Congress’s long recognition of the im-
portance of cultural preservation, reau-
thorizing both the National Film Pres-
ervation Program, which began in 1988, 
and the National Sound Recording 
Preservation Program, which began in 
2000. These programs, operated within 
the Library of Congress, help preserve 
historical and cultural artifacts that 
would otherwise disappear or be de-
stroyed through the passage of time. 
Through the preservation programs, 
the Library of Congress has created the 
National Film and National Recording 
Registries, to recognize the most essen-
tial artistic works our Nation has pro-
duced. 

This legislation also reauthorizes the 
federally chartered National Film and 
National Recording Preservation Foun-
dations. These foundations play a crit-
ical role in preservation efforts by pro-
viding grants to a wide array of edu-
cational and nonprofit organizations to 
preserve films and sound recordings. To 
date, the National Film Preservation 
Foundation has given grants to more 
than 270 organizations in all 50 States. 

By reauthorizing these important 
programs, this legislation will allow 
the Library of Congress and the Foun-
dations to continue their important 
work in preserving America’s fading 
treasures, as well as providing grants 
that will help libraries, museums, and 
archives preserve these works and 
make them available for study and re-
search. I look forward to prompt con-
sideration of the bill by the House and 
to the President signing it into law. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. I ask unanimous 
consent that the Blunt amendment at 
the desk be agreed to, the bill, as 
amended, be read a third time and 
passed, and the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 4973) was agreed 
to, as follows: 
(Purpose: To increase the amount of funds 

authorized to be appropriated to the Na-
tional Recording Preservation Foundation) 
On page 2, line 9, strike ‘‘$750,000’’ and in-

sert ‘‘$1,000,000’’. 

The bill (S. 2893), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed, as follows: 

S. 2893 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Library of 
Congress Sound Recording and Film Preser-
vation Programs Reauthorization Act of 
2016’’. 
SEC. 2. SOUND RECORDING PRESERVATION PRO-

GRAMS. 

(a) NATIONAL RECORDING PRESERVATION 
BOARD.—Section 133 of the National Record-
ing Preservation Act of 2000 (2 U.S.C. 1743) is 
amended by striking ‘‘through fiscal year 
2016’’ and inserting ‘‘through fiscal year 
2026’’. 

(b) NATIONAL RECORDING PRESERVATION 
FOUNDATION.— 

(1) REAUTHORIZATION.—Section 152411(a) of 
title 36, United States Code, is amended by 
striking ‘‘through fiscal year 2016 an amount 
not to exceed’’ and inserting ‘‘through fiscal 
year 2026 an amount not to exceed the lesser 
of $1,000,000 or’’. 

(2) NUMBER OF MEMBERS OF BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS.—Section 152403(b)(2) of title 36, United 
States Code, is amended— 

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘nine 
directors’’ and inserting ‘‘12 directors’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘six 
directors’’ each place it appears and insert-
ing ‘‘8 directors’’. 
SEC. 3. FILM PRESERVATION PROGRAMS. 

(a) NATIONAL FILM PRESERVATION BOARD.— 
Section 112 of the National Film Preserva-
tion Act of 1996 (2 U.S.C. 179v) is amended by 
striking ‘‘through fiscal year 2016’’ and in-
serting ‘‘through fiscal year 2026’’. 

(b) NATIONAL FILM PRESERVATION FOUNDA-
TION.—Section 151711(a)(1)(C) of title 36, 
United States Code, is amended by striking 
‘‘through 2016’’ and inserting ‘‘through 2026’’. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE NATIONAL LI-
BRARY SERVICE FOR THE BLIND 
AND PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED 
TO PROVIDE PLAYBACK EQUIP-
MENT 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. 3207, introduced earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 3207) to authorize the National 

Library Service for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped to provide playback equipment 
in all formats. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read a third time and passed and the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 3207) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 3207 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. AUTHORIZING THE NATIONAL LI-
BRARY SERVICE FOR THE BLIND 
AND PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED TO 
PROVIDE PLAYBACK EQUIPMENT IN 
ALL FORMATS. 

The first sentence of the Act entitled ‘‘An 
Act to provide books for the adult blind’’, ap-
proved March 3, 1931 (2 U.S.C. 135a), is 
amended by striking ‘‘and for purchase, 
maintenance, and replacement of repro-
ducers for such sound-reproduction record-
ings’’ and inserting ‘‘and for purchase, main-
tenance, and replacement of reproducers for 
any such forms’’. 

f 

FILIPINO VETERANS OF WORLD 
WAR II CONGRESSIONAL GOLD 
MEDAL ACT OF 2015 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. 1555 and the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 1555) to award a Congressional 

Gold Medal, collectively, to the Filipino vet-
erans of World War II, in recognition of the 
dedicated service of the veterans during 
World War II. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read a third time and passed and the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 1555) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 1555 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Filipino 
Veterans of World War II Congressional Gold 
Medal Act of 2015’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) The First Philippine Republic was 

founded as a result of the Spanish-American 
War in which Filipino revolutionaries and 
the United States Armed Forces fought to 
overthrow Spanish colonial rule. On June 12, 
1898, Filipinos declared the Philippines to be 
an independent and sovereign nation. The 
Treaty of Paris negotiated between the 
United States and Spain ignored this dec-
laration of independence, and the United 
States paid Spain $20,000,000 to cede control 
of the Philippines to the United States. Fili-
pino nationalists who sought independence 
rather than a change in colonial rulers 
clashed with forces of the United States in 
the Islands. The Philippine-American War, 
which officially lasted for 3 years from 1899 
to 1902, led to the establishment of the 
United States civil government in the Phil-
ippines. 

(2) In 1901, units of Filipino soldiers who 
fought for the United States against the na-
tionalist insurrection were formally incor-
porated into the United States Army as the 
Philippine Scouts. 
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